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The 

 

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Campaign 

October 18 – November 8 

It’s finally here!  Hopefully, you have been collecting fun things over the past year to fill up  

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes for lots of children around the world!  Several adult classes 

have had Stephanie Seymore, regional Shoebox Director, speak to their classes about her recent 

trip to Tanzania distributing shoeboxes --- and the life-changing experience of handing these gifts, 

along with the Gospel, to these children in desperate situations.  What a powerful message!  These 

classes are motivated to pack MANY shoeboxes! 
 

Our goal again this year is 1000 boxes!  Last year we collected 750 boxes – the largest number of 

boxes collected in our 17 year history of participating in OCC.  Let’s continue to aim high and 

reach our goal this year!   
 

Here’s how to pack your shoebox for a trip around the world! 

 Pick up your pre-printed shoeboxes from the Atrium or Courtyard during the campaign dates. 

 Include a “WOW” toy – like a doll, soccer ball with pump, or stuffed animal. 

 Fill in with other small fun toys, hygiene items, and school supplies (no liquids/breakables) 

 Pray – most importantly, PRAY for the child who will receive your gift.  Include a personal note 

or photo to your child. 

 Include a $7 donation for shipping costs; discover the destination of your shoebox by giving to 

Follow Your Box online. 

 Bring your box back to the Atrium or Courtyard by November 8. 
 

For other ideas for packing Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes, see related article on page 7. 

 

Please pray for our annual Operation Shoebox Campaign in your daily prayers.  The journey of  

every shoebox gift is guided by prayer.  Ask God to prepare the hearts of children to experience His 

love through Operation Christmas Child and to receive Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.  As we 

cover this ministry with prayer, God will use to His glory each and every shoebox as it is delivered 

to the children in His kingdom.   
 

 

What goes into the box . . . is fun!  What comes out is . . . Eternal!  
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Your library has many new books ready for you!  Check it out on the third floor 

of the Ministry Center.  If you have children, bring them to enjoy the children's 

section which has an abundance of beautiful books.  On the floor beside the 

printer are free books -- take as many as you like.  Coleen Brock 

Report on Faith in Action Vision Clinic 

On Saturday, September 19th, a community of eye doctors, health care providers, pastors, 

Stephen Ministers, church members, and student volunteers came together at Garber 

United Methodist Church for the 5th Faith In Action Vision Clinic.  From 8:00am until 

5:00pm, a total of 300 patients were examined and 275 pairs of custom glasses were  

prescribed and ordered.   One hundred thirty patients had their blood pressure and blood 

sugars checked, and sixty patients received compassionate pastoral care. It was an   

amazing day, and we were all thankful to those who served. 
 

From our own community, we had donations from CarolinaEast Medical Center, Realo 

Drugs, Chick Fil-A, the Lions Club of New Bern, and Down East Pharmacy. We also     

appreciate two pharmaceutical companies, Allergan and Alcon, that made donations of 

ophthalmic medications.   
 

The eye doctors who provided free vision care include Dr. Mark Leary, Dr. Shawn Doty, 

Dr. Kim Oncavage, Dr. John Desmone, Dr. Robin McKeel, Dr. Michele Scott, Dr. Dennis 

Michels, Dr. Thom McIntosh, Dr. Clarissa Glover, Dr. Angela McDonald, and Dr. Michael 

Baughan.  Together, they donated $40,000 worth of care!  We also appreciate Dr. Carey 

Pate, Dr. Michele Scott, and Dr. Jay Singleton for their willingness to receive our           

referrals. 
 

We can't thank Vision Service Plan MobilEYES enough for bringing their mobile vision 

unit, all the equipment, their 7 wonderful staff members, and giving our patients glasses 

totaling over $50,000.  Without VSP MobilEYES, this clinic would not have been 

possible!! 
 

Most of all, we are thankful to God and His guidance and blessings over this clinic!  We 

hope to offer it again in 2017. 
 

Cathy P. Doty, O.D. 
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I hope you had a great summer! I have been told by many that it was an unusually hot summer, though my 

family and I were mentally preparing for extreme heat having moved from cold New 

England down to the sunny south. Jacqueline and I took the kids down to the beach 

just about every weekend.  They have enjoyed it so much that we started calling 

them “our little beach babies.”  Just as young children can easily learn a new         

language, our kids are quickly becoming acclimated to the aggressive waves, strong 

undertow, and sandy seashore of coastal North Carolina. As I’ve heard it said, they 

will soon have Carteret County salt water flowing through their veins!  
 

Well, the fall has arrived, and though it’s getting a little cooler outside, I’m 

very excited about the various ways in which God will work in the life of our 

church family throughout this year of programming. FUEL Student  

Ministries is in full swing. Our middle school after-school program, which is 

called “FUEL Lab” is every Wednesday starting at 3:45 PM; then middle 

school FUEL goes from 5-7 PM. Also on Wednesday nights, high school  

students have started meeting with some adult leaders to study the book of 

Genesis; this new high school Bible study is called “180” and goes from 5:30-

7 PM. We strongly encourage the high school students to attend the  

Communion Service in the sanctuary from 5-5:30 PM, after which they 

share dinner with the middle school students prior to their Bible study. 

High school FUEL has started up as well and is on Sunday nights from 5:30

-7:30 PM. We are going through the Gospel of John in middle and high school FUEL; 180 is studying       

Genesis; and AMX on Sunday mornings is about to start going through Exodus. We want to immerse our 

students in the beautiful story and glorious truth revealed to us in both the Old and New Testaments. 
 

As we seek to raise our children and youth in the Christian faith through Biblical teaching, we must  

continually seek ways to build relationships among the generations represented at Garber. In my last  

newsletter entry, I touched on the importance of building intergenerational unity in the life of our church. 

But why is this important? Over the course of redemptive history, up until modern times, it has been        

assumed that God’s people would enjoy fellowship together as an entire body of believers, including both 

young and old. Moreover, God commands us in His Word to practice our faith in this way: 
 

You shall stand up before the gray head and honor the face of an old man, and you shall fear your God:  

I am the LORD (Lev. 19:32 ESV). 
 

After addressing the responsibilities of “older men’, the Apostle Paul says in his letter to Titus, 
 

Older women likewise…are to teach what is good, and so train the young women…that the  

word of God may not be reviled (Titus 2:3-6 ESV). 
 

In other words, the senior folks ought to be teaching the younger folks. Scripture promotes the idea that a 

person advanced in years is qualified to teach young people. I consider it a privilege to serve as youth      

minister, but youth ministry ought to include adults of all ages, especially those who are more senior!  We, 

together as a church body, need to minister to our young people. You don’t have to be a small group leader to 

be involved in youth ministry. There are all sorts of possibilities for cultivating relationships with Garber 

teenagers. 
 

Let me briefly address some of the practical and immediate ways you can connect with our young people. Be 

on the lookout for high school students at the Communion Service; I invite you to be intentional about  

getting to know them, as they are interested in getting to know you. Also, please volunteer to make a meal 

for middle or high school FUEL; then eat with us and fellowship with us. Two Sunday School classes have 

already reached out to me expressing interest in sharing a meal with the youth.  I intend to visit every  

Sunday School class at some point in the coming months in order to build relationships with you all and also 

to invite you to join me in youth ministry. As we grow in our faith together as a church, we will live out our 

calling as the body of Christ and as the family of God. I look forward to getting further connected to Garber 

Church and working together for God’s Kingdom. 

 

In Christ, 

Drew Demarest, Director of Student Ministries 

FUEL Student Ministries 

Garber United Methodist Church 

4201 Country Club Rd 

New Bern, NC 28562 

252.637.4022 Office 

252.637.7853 FAX 

262.498.6701 (C) 

ddemarest@garberumc.com 
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Are you interested in becoming a Stephen Minister?  A new training class is 
starting in January.  An information session is scheduled for Sunday,        
November 1, at 2:00pm in Room 218 of the Ministry Center to explain the 
process. Inquiries can also be made to David Briley, Training Coordinator, 
at 252-772-5885, or Pastors David or Matthew. You are also encouraged to 
view their excellent website at www.stephenministries.org.    

 

 

Go Nuts! Buy Pecans! 

The UMW will be selling pecans again this year! The price for a 16oz bag of extra-large pecan halves is 
$12.00.  Pre-ordering begins Sunday, Sept. 27  Place your order by signing a “pecan” 
form in your Sunday School classroom, in the church office, or call Carole Stokes at 
288-6747.    Delivery will be in early November.  Thank you for your support of UMW 
mission projects!   

I was reminded this morning that October is “Clergy Appreciation Month.”  Therefore, 
as a member of the clergy, I want to express my appreciation, my profound gratitude 
for the people who make up Garber United Methodist Church.  I have witnessed your 
love for Christ, for one another, and for those outside of our fellowship.  Your heart for 
the Gospel is inspiring, as is your intention to make a difference in our Lord’s Name. 
 

Whether it was the season of October, God alone knows, but Paul also expressed 
thanksgiving.  Writing to the Christians of Phillipi, he wrote, 
 

I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always offering prayer with joy in 
my every prayer for you all, in view of your participation in the gospel from the 

first day until now.  I am confident of this very thing, that he who began a good work in you will  
perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus. (Philippians 1:3-6) 
 

As to sharing/participating in the Gospel, Garber Church is intentional.  Formally and informally, our congregation 
seeks impact for Christ.  Through our daily Preschool and Kingswood programs, weekly sessions, or occasional 
efforts such as the Vision Clinic; through our relationships with RCS, Backpack Blessings, EPIC, and other  
ministries; and through our neighborly encounters many in Craven County and the world are hearing of God’s 
grace and mercy in Jesus Christ.  For all of this and more, I am thankful.  This Clergy appreciates your openness to 
grace. 
 

Lesslie Newbigin reminded many in our time that there is a need in our times for the Church of Jesus Christ to have 
a new missionary encounter with our own culture as well as to the world.  Using biblical imagery, he condensed the 
teaching about the church.  He said that the church is the sign, foretaste, and instrument of the Kingdom of God.   
As sign, we point to a reality beyond ourselves.  As foretaste, we provide a present experience of the future to 
come in the Kingdom of God.  Finally, as instruments, we are the community God uses to accomplish God’s  
purposes.  I thank God for the Garber Church willingness to be a sign, foretaste, and instrument of the Kingdom of 
God. 
 

Long before October arrived, I was thankful as I will be after it has surrendered to the last part of fall and to winter.  
However, October seemed a good month to say thank you.  Blessings. 

http://www.stephenministries.org
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DEBT REDUCTION  
 

We are there!  Our goal to reduce our debt by $1,000,000 before September 20 has been met.  
We reduced the debt by $1,013,000.  Praise and honor belong to our God who has done  
wonderful things among us! 
 

On January 1, 2014, our remaining debt totaled $4,246,932.  Garber Church assumed this 
debt several years earlier in order to build our Ministry Center.  While there were a myriad of 
ideas as to how the facility would be used, these 9 years have far exceeded imagination in the 
real impact of Christ’s Kingdom on lives.  The Ministry Center houses our student ministries, 
one of our worship services, 10 adult Sunday School classes, Bible study groups, fellowship 
activities, receptions, 12 step groups, administrative functions, Vision Clinic, Backpack  

Blessings builds, and far more in ministry.  Beginning this November, we will serve the community as a precinct poll 
for the elections.    
 

Last month we noted that reducing our debt is important for several reasons.  First is the improvement of cash flow.  
When debt service requires a lower percentage of the Ministry Budget, more resources are available for the core 
ministry programs of the Church.  Reducing debt also positions us to address other capital projects including       
necessary Sanctuary maintenance.  Finally, a reduced debt situates us to imagine and envision new strategic      
ministry.   
 

The loan modification has now occurred.  As previously, this is a five year loan with a fixed payment calculated on 
a 15 year amortization schedule.  (We had hoped for a 20 year schedule.)  Our interest rate drops to 3.4%.  The        
immediate cash flow impact is plus $24,000 per annum.   One team member calculated that as a result, we will     
expend $80,000 less in interest. As a percentage of the budget, debt service drops closer to a 20% proportion from 
24%.   
 

Thank you for your every gesture of love for Christ that translates into offerings for Christian ministry.  May God be 
praised for all that is accomplished! 

Confirmation 
 

The word “confirmation” means to make strong, to strengthen, to make firm.  We use it to      
entitle a specific rite in the church wherein we seek to strengthen the spiritual stance and     
convictions of those being confirmed.  Like so many or our spiritual acts, confirmation can 
be consider from three sides:  the God side, the church side, and the adherent side. 
 

Confirmation is actually a rite acted in worship.  The church lays hands upon the           
adherent and prays for their spiritual vitality. It is associated with baptism, and it assumes 
the baptism of all who are to be confirmed.  For some, baptism and confirmation can be 
immediately sequential.  For others, years might separate two acts.  God uses the church 
to baptize and to confirm.  The adherent in confirmation affirms the vows of his/her baptism.  In summary, the vows 
express repentance of sin and turning to God, confession of faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, and  
accountability in the church of Jesus Christ. 
 

We believe that God acts through the Holy Spirit directly in the adherent and also indirectly through the church.  
Where there is a public profession of faith, God enabled it.  Incorporation into the body of Christ by baptism is a    
divine act. Strengthening as confirmation seeks, is the work of God’s Holy Spirit through the church. 
 

The adherent professes, the church baptizes and confirms, and God unites the person with the body and       
strengthens him/her for a live in Christ and in service to Christ. 
 

Our Confirmation studies will begin in November, 2015, and Confirmation will occur on the Day of Pentecost, May 
15, 2016.  We invite any middle or high school student who is unconfirmed to participate.  The first segment begins 
November 1.   The second segment begins January 10.  The concluding segment begins March 6.  Each segment 
will include six sessions and a retreat.   
 

Confirmation seeks to strengthen what has already graciously occurred in a student’s life.  The classes seek to give 
clarity and explanation to God’s work and help in developing a lifetime of Christian formation.  David A. Banks and 
Drew Demarest can address your questions.  Session will meet on Sunday afternoons from 3:30 until 5:00. 
 

To register your student, please call the church office by noon October 23. 
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MOSAIC NEWS 
 

Twenty-Nine Garber women attended the Annual Garber Women’s Retreat on Sept.  
14 - 16; came away renewed, reenergized and reinforced with tools to “Practice the 
Presence” of God, even in the menial tasks of each day. Thank you to our leader, Syd 
Stewart who facilitated this time of learning and growing in such a wonderful way.  
Christian bonds were strengthened among all women. 
 

Our Kick-off MOSAIC event held September 25th was another success, with  
approximately eighty people attending. Plans were shared for MOSAIC projects and 
events to be held through December 2015. Thanks to all those who helped to make 
this event such a success, especially to Roy Burris and Worth Todd, our pig cookers. 
 

Please call the church office or email Sue Webb if you would like to participate in any 
of the upcoming MOSAIC events. 
   
October 6: Trip to Somerset Plantation, Creswell, N. C. 

 Cost $3.00 for travel 
   8:00am - departure from Garber Ministry Center parking lot 
   10:30 - 90 minute plantation tour of buildings and grounds 
   12:00 -  lunch at Creswell Café 
   1:30 - departure to New Bern 
   3:30 - arrival back at the Ministry Center 
 
October 26: Luncheon 
   Cost; TBD ($6 - $8) 
   12:00 noon in Room 123 Ministry Center 
    Menu: Soup and Subs 
   Program: “Bees” presented by Bo Huryn 
 

Reserve your spot ASAP, especially for MOSAIC trips. Bus seats are limited.  
Call the church office to make reservations;  637-4022, ext.23  

or email swebb@garberumc.com 

Garber Work/Fun Day!  The trustees are sponsoring a work day 

on Sat. Oct. 10 from 8am til noon.  We need help with maintaining our campus 

through trimming, planting, and cleaning.  This is a great opportunity for  

families to work together with all types of work needing to be completed.  

Please bring rakes, shovels, blowers, hand trimmers, and larger trimmers for 

cutting shrubs.  If you have any questions, please call Carol Crayton at  

514-1442. 

mailto:swebb@garberumc.com
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Other fun ideas for packing Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes include: 

 family or class “packing parties,” covered dish events, or shopping events 

 check out Pinterest – OCC boards are filled with crafts that make great shoebox items for 

boys and girls and are fun to do as a family 

 make a “theme” for each box you pack 

 partner with children to color pages (available at the shoebox tables) to include in boxes 

 visit the Post Office with a child to investigate how much it would normally cost to ship one 

shoebox to a foreign location 

 if you have tracked your shoeboxes, study about the countries of your boxes destinations 

 

Operation Christmas Child (a division of Samaritan’s Purse)  

partners with churches worldwide to reach boys and girls with the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ.  After receiving shoebox gifts, many children 

are discipled through an OCC Bible study course, The Greatest  

Journey, where they learn to become faithful followers of Christ and 

share their faith with others. 

Matthew’s Minutes: 
 

Connection Coffee 
If you are new to Garber, you are invited to a Connection Coffee on Sunday, October 4 

at 9:30am in Room 123 of the Ministry Center.  This is a time to meet the church staff 

and discover more about Garber Church.  Sign-up sheets are located at the Welcome 

Table in the courtyard, or at the Welcome Center in the foyer of Morris Hall.  You can 

also sign up by calling the church office at 637-4022, or emailing Beth Hicks at:  bhicks@garberumc.com. 

 

ACCESS membership class 
Our next ACCESS membership class begins Sunday, October 25 at 9:30am. If you are interested in       

exploring church membership, this is a great opportunity to discover more about the mission, mission, and 

beliefs of the Garber Church and United Methodism.  The class meets for four weeks:  Oct. 25 and Nov. 1, 

8, and 15.  Please sign up at the Welcome Table in the courtyard of the Sanctuary campus or the Welcome 

Center in the foyer of the Ministry Center Campus.  You may also email Pastor Matthew Atha 

at: matha@garberumc.com or call the church office at 637-4022. 

As part of the debt reduction, Garber has acquired a mountain-top lot in Yancey 

County, NC.  This lot is currently on the market and has excellent  investment  

potential.  Please call Carol Crayton at 514-1442 for further information.   

mailto:bhicks@garberumc.com
mailto:matha@garberumc.com
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PLACE   LABEL    HERE    

 

 

Garber United Methodist Church 

4201 Country Club Rd 

New Bern, NC   28562 

Phone:  252-637-4022 

Fax: 252-637-7853 

www.connect2garber.com 

 

Garber Church-wide Covered Dish Supper 

Sunday, October 25 at 5:30 in Morris Hall 
 

Join your Garber Family for a fun evening of  

delicious food  and great fellowship! 

  Bring 1 or 2 dishes of food — like a meat and a dessert, or a side and 

meat — and we will pile it all on the long tables and share!   

Garber folks always turn out some great food for our covered dish meals! 
 

Parents:  we have high chairs for toddlers and booster seats, too.  

Don’t Forget! 

Backpack Blessings Packing Event 

October 2 at 6:00 p.m. and October 3 at 9:00 a.m. or 3:00 p.m. 
Backpack Blessings provides food for school children in Jones, Craven, and Pamlico Counties who 

experience food insecurity on the weekends, summers, and holidays.   

Join us in this ministry to feed those who are less fortunate. 
 

And the King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of  

these brothers of mine, you did for me.’   Matthew 25:40  


